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Tibet in crisis

According to the latest information

available to the Canada Tibet

Committee, 209 Tibetans have been

killed, 5,714 have been arrested, and

over one thousand injured since the

March 10 clampdown by the

government of China.

Despite an absence of media

coverage, as a direct result of the

Chinese government’s edict to ban

foreign journalists and tourists from

Tibet, brave resistors continue to

protest according to numerous

sources.

On May 23rd, Chinese security

forces arrested two nuns for

peacefully protesting at the Kardze

County Government headquarters.

The two nuns, Ven. Jampa Lhamo

(30) and Ven. Rinzin Wangdon (23)

chanted slogans calling for the

"Swift return of the Dalai Lama to

Tibet", "Long live the Dalai Lama", "Freedom for Tibet" and "Immediate release of all

political prisoners".

The two nuns were severely beaten and manhandled by government officials before being

taken off to Kardze County PSB Detention Centre for further questioning.

Only a day earlier, four nuns from Tehor Kardze County staged a peaceful protest at the

County Government headquarters. The nuns distributed pamphlets calling for independence

for Tibet, raised their fists and shouted slogans demanding "Long live the Dalai Lama", "The

Dalai Lama to return to Tibet", "Independence for Tibet" and "To release all political

prisoners".

Government officials arrested the four nuns, who were later subjected to severe beatings and

torture. The nuns have been identified as Bhumo Tengha, Rinchen Jamatsang, Jamgha

Dolma and Pema.

These recent arrests and beatings demonstrate why Canada has a duty to act. The Canadian

government must consistently raise the serious human rights violations occurring within

Tibet with the Chinese government and press Chinese leaders on four issues:

1. To reverse China’s decision to reject a request from the UN High Commissioner

for Human Rights to visit Tibet in order to investigate the situation following the

recent protests.

2. To support an immediate mission by the Red Cross to all Tibetan areas.

3. Allow foreign journalists into all Tibetan areas with unfettered access to

citizens. This was a commitment that China made to the IOC as part of its bid to

host the Beijing Games.

4. China’s Tibet policies over the last 50 years have failed. China needs a new

Tibet policy developed with the Dalai Lama. China must be encouraged to ensure

that talks currently underway with representatives of the Dalai Lama reach an

agreement on behalf of the Tibetan people.

You can help us achieve these goals by writing to your local member of Parliament and

adding your voice to our call for the Canadian government to keep diplomatic pressure on

the government of China to ensure that the Tibetan people achieve freedom and justice.

Race for Rights

One man. One mission. One

message.

“Mankind is crying out for help.
Ours is a desperate time. Those who
have something to offer should
come forward. Now is the time.”
His Holiness the Dalai Lama

On Sunday, July 13th, David Kay

will set out on an 7,200 km journey

across Canada, from St. John’s to

Victoria – by bike. He will pass

through 42 cities in 42 days. We’re

calling it “Race for Rights”.

A former member of Team Canada,

David is an avid cyclist and

accomplished rower with a strong

track record in championing social

and environmental justice. David

has won medals in rowing at several

international competitions. In 2000,

he completed a round-trip cycle

tour from Canada to Guatemala.

In Kingston, David sits on various

committees including the OPIRG

Board of Directors and the Kingston

Environmental Advisory Forum.

David is also an Athlete Ambassador

for Right to Play.

You can be a part of this challenging

event. If you’re ready to volunteer to

help David cross Canada, contact

ctcoffice@tibet.ca. We’re looking for

members and supporters from St.

John’s, Halifax, Quebec City,

Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, Sault St.

Marie, Thunder Bay, Winnipeg,

Regina, Calgary, Banff, Kelowna,

Vancouver, to Victoria, and points in

between.

You can also support the CTC and David’s mission by making a pledge of $10 for as many

kilometres as you wish to help the CTC continue its work to bring human rights to Tibet and

China. For each 50km cumulatively pledged, a metre of the Canada Trail will be named in

honour of one of the victims of the Tibet uprising or a defender of human rights in China.

Help us remember these courageous resistors.

You can download a pledge form at www.tibet.ca/raceforrights or make an on-line donation

at www.tibet.ca/en/join_donate/

And follow David’s journey throughout the summer at www.tibet.ca/raceforrights

 

Branch updates

Victoria

In Victoria we sometimes wish we were central enough to have a Chinese Consulate in our

midst. The Provincial Legislature is the usual venue for our demonstrations, and we have

been busy over the past three months. Our events are always a collaboration between CTC

and SFT, sometimes one taking the initiative and sometimes the other, with the initiative

coming once recently from a group of Tibetans and supporters “up Island” in Duncan. As

elsewhere Tibetans in this area have felt compelled to do everything they can to support

those bravely resisting inside Tibet, and they have been central to our events.

Vancouver CTC and SFT have also been busy, and we’re lucky to be able to support each

other sometimes, going to each others events. This usually happens for March 10, as we

arrange our commemorations on different days. This year some of us have been to

Vancouver a number of times. March 15-16 saw an overnight silent vigil at the Chinese

Consulate in Vancouver, and an evening prayer vigil at the Legislature in Victoria. On March

22 Vancouver hosted a major walk, rally and silent vigil in front of the Consulate. Tibetans

from Washington State and Oregon came by the busload to participate. The next day another

prayer vigil was held in Victoria. Vancouver organized again for the International Day of

Action on March 31.

In Victoria, the Earth Day Walk has become the Walk for Social Justice, and CTC

participates, focusing on the Panchen Lama and environmental issues in Tibet.

Victoria had the Tibetan Freedom Torch on May 9, and ran it from Mile 0 to the Legislature

for a ceremony which included our local MP, Denise Savoie, and 130 supporters. The Torch

was then carried out to the ferry in a procession of cars flying Tibetan flags. Vancouver had

the Torch the next day, for an extensive relay and a demonstration in front of the Consulate.

I always find it heartening to hear of other Branch’s activities, knowing how much energy

and commitment lie behind them. Sometimes we may feel few in number in our local groups,

but together we are more, and it’s good to be reminded of this. May we continue to be

encouraged by each other as long as it’s necessary!

Vancouver - Tibetan Freedom Torch

On May 10, the Tibetan Freedom

Torch arrived in Vancouver. 300

Tibetans and supporters from across

British Columbia, Washington, and

Oregon attended. The event began

at the Chinese Consulate where we

raised our voices in solidarity with

Tibetans in Tibet. B.C.’s Ngawang

Garie began the proceedings with a

moving acknowledgment of the

Coast Salish people and their

traditional territories, where

Vancouver is located. To light the

torch he was joined by

representatives of CTC, SFT,

Tibetans of Washington State, RTYC

of Portland, and the Uyghur

community.

After the opening prayer the runners

were cheered as the relay began.

Twelve runners carried the torch on

a 16km route to the Vancouver Art

Gallery where the "Freedom

Festival" was under way. The

runners and bikers included

Tibetans and Chinese-Canadian

supporters.

At the Freedom Festival the day’s

tone shifted from protest to

celebration and solidarity with all

people who believe in freedom, human rights, and self-determination. Music was provided

by: Hayfa makes Music (www.myspace.com/hayfamakesmusic), Pepe Danza and the Upbeats

(www.pepedanza.com), Sontsa Generation (www.SontsaGeneration.com), Uyghur song and

dance, and the Tibetan Children's Music Ensemble.

After a heartfelt speech by Kasur TC Tethong the Tibetan children of British Columbia

escorted the torch onto the platform in front of their National Flag, and alongside the flag of

Canada. The pride, joy, and determination of the children while carrying the torch and

singing both the Tibetan and Canadian National Anthems touched the hearts of all who

shared this moment.

You can see more photos here

http://picasaweb.google.com/vancouvertibet/TibetanFreedomTorch

Toronto: express your support for Tibet locally!

As the recent crisis inside Tibet has

increased world attention, many

Canadians have been motivated to

ask us "how can I help?" In Toronto,

the CTC offers a variety of ways to

become active locally to raise

awareness and support for Tibet:

through rallies, film festivals,

petition campaigns, and more.

Recent activities in Toronto included

holding a candlelight vigil to

commemorate the birthday of the

eleventh Panchen Lama on April 25, 2008 in front of the Chinese Consulate, as well as

condemning his abduction and disappearance. Also, CTC Toronto with other Toronto Tibetan

support groups coordinated the arrival of the Tibetan Freedom Torch on May 18, with a relay

run throughout the downtown core.

If these activities interest you, or you would like to share your ideas about supporting Tibet,

we welcome you at one of our monthly meetings. CTC Toronto meets the second Wednesday

of each month from 6-7 p.m. in downtown Toronto. Please contact dasey@tibet.ca for more

information.

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed people can change the world:
indeed it's the only thing that ever has! 
--Margaret Meade [anthropologist]

Tibetan Freedom Torch Makes a Splash in Ottawa

On May 15, the Tibet Freedom

Torch arrived in Ottawa where it

was transported to Parliament Hill

along the Rideau Canal in a

traditional Canadian voyageur

canoe, gaily decorated with prayer

flags and the national flag of Tibet

fluttering from a standard on the

stern of the boat. The canoe was

powered by many volunteers and

prominent members of Ottawa's

paddling community.

En route along the Canal, the torch was proudly displayed by Ottawa's most senior Tibetan

resident Mr. Jurme Wangda, who waved at smiling passersby. The vessel, displaying the

Tibet Freedom Torch signage, made an unforgettable impression as it floated past tourists

and office workers enjoying the afternoon sun along the Canal.

Arriving at the Wellington St. lock, the canoe was met by several photographers, resulting in

some great media coverage. From the lock, participants carried the torch to Parliament Hill.

Parliament Hill was circumnavigated with the torch and the Tibetan flag many times by

runners, walkers, and cyclists. From there, the torch was carried through the streets of

downtown Ottawa to the embassy of the People's Republic of China, where a quiet prayer

ceremony was held in the presence of a large image of the Dalai Lama.

Many thanks to all of the volunteers: the paddlers, the organizers, members of the local

community, all of whom helped make the Tibet Freedom Torch's visit to Ottawa a positive

one. It was a perfect day for the relay and spirits were high, but with every step, paddle, spin

of the wheel, we were reminded that the voices of Tibetans within Tibet are stifled, and the

freedom of expression that permits us the ability to fly the Tibetan flag and call for human

rights for Tibetans here in Canada, would get us imprisoned if we did it in Tibet. So it is up

to us to be their voice and continue to "carry the torch" for them.

Call for Volunteers

The Ottawa Branch of the Canada Tibet Committee is calling for volunteers to assist in its

activities leading up to the August Olympics and beyond. Please contact us at

Ottawa@tibet.ca if you would like to help, identifying the skills that you would bring. We

would particularly welcome volunteers interested in assisting with the organization of events;

volunteer translators (primarily English to French), and those who are interested in

advocacy regarding mining issues in Tibet.

Montreal

The Montreal CTC branch has been

a leading player in the organization

of numerous local and regional

events over the past four months.

On March 10th, the branch helped

organize the participation of over 60

Montrealers at the Tibet Uprising

commemoration in Ottawa with a

rally on Parliament Hill, followed by

a demonstration at the Chinese

embassy. The CTC is honoured to be able to organize transportation for Montreal’s Tibetan

community to attend this important ceremony each year.

Due to the shocking events in Tibet, only five days later the Montreal branch organized a

downtown march and vigil in support of Tibetan resistors. During March and April,  with SFT

and the Tibetan Cultural Association of Quebec (TCAQ), we co-organized a number of candle

light vigils and rallies in support of Tibet, including protesting China’s decision to take the

Olympic Torch through Tibet in June.

And on May 16th, with SFT and TCAQ, we co-organized the visit of the Tibetan Freedom

Torch to Montreal. The day’s events included a 60 km relay culminating with a rally at

Montreal’s Olympic Stadium.

And, of course, our annual Bazaar will be held November 7 and 8 at Trinity Church Hall,

2146 Marlowe in NDG.

All of our activities would never be possible without you. If you’d like to get involved, please

call 514.487.0665.

Thanks to you…

Many of you have given generously over the past weeks. Your donations have allowed us to

undertake an outreach campaign within Canada’s Chinese community, assisted nearly a

dozen CTC spokespeople with close to 200 media interviews, and helped facilitate a meeting

with His Holiness the Dalai Lama and a delegation of Canadian MPs and Senators in Ann

Arbour, Michigan.

Help us continue our work by joining or donating to the CTC. Visit

www.tibet.ca/en/join_donate/ or completing the form in this newsletter. And, if you have

time to volunteer, contact ctcoffice@tibet.ca.

Sichuan Earthquake

Our hearts go out to the tens of thousands of victims and their families who lives were

irreparably impacted by the tragic earthquake in Sichuan province in May. The CTC

immediately extended our condolences and offer of assistance to the Chinese ambassador

following the quake. We encourage you to support Canadian charities that are working

directly on relief projects in the effected areas.

Editor’s Note

Please accept our best wishes for the summer holiday season and remember to visit

www.tibet.ca for upcoming events across Canada, including details on Race for Rights as

David Kay passes through communities near you.

And if you’re not receiving our electronic newsletter, please make certain that we have your

correct e-mail address and also add noreply@tibet.ca to your address book to ensure that it’s

not filtered by your email provider. Please contact ctcoffice@tibet.ca with any address

changes.
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La crise du Tibet

Selon les informations qui sont

parvenues jusqu’à présent au Comité

Canada Tibet, 209 Tibétains ont été

tués, 5 714 ont été arrêtés, et plus de

mille ont été blessés depuis le

renforcement de la répression par le

gouvernement chinois le 10 mars

dernier.

Malgré l’absence de couverture

médiatique, et en réponse au décret

du gouvernement chinois d’interdire

les journalistes et touristes étrangers

au Tibet, les Tibétains continuent,

selon de nombreuses sources, à

résister et à protester

courageusement.

Le 23 mai dernier, les forces de

sécurité chinoises ont arrêté deux

nonnes qui protestaient

pacifiquement devant les bureaux

administratifs gouvernementaux du

Comté de Kardzé. Les deux nonnes,

Vén. Jampa Lhamo (30 ans) and Vén. Rinzin Wangdon (23 ans) chantaient des slogans

demandant le « Retour rapide du Dalaï Lama au Tibet », scandaient « Longue vie au Dalaï

Lama », « Liberté pour le Tibet » et « Libérez tous les prisonniers politiques ».

Les deux nonnes ont été gravement battues avant d’être emmenées de force pour

interrogatoire par les agents du gouvernement au Centre de détention PSB du Comté de

Kardzé.

La veille, quatre nonnes du Comté de Tehor Kadzé avaient protesté pacifiquement devant les

locaux gouvernementaux du Comté de Kardzé. Les nonnes distribuaient des feuillets

demandant l’indépendance du Tibet, levaient leurs poings en scandant les slogans « Longue

vie au Dalaï Lama », « Retour du Dalaï Lama au Tibet », « Liberté pour le Tibet » et «

Libérez tous les prisonniers politiques ».

Après avoir été arrêtés, les quatre nonnes ont rouées de coups et torturées par les agents du

gouvernement. Les quatre nonnes ont été identifiées : il s’agit de Bhumo Tengha, Rinchen

Jamatsang, Jamgha Dolma et Pema.

Au vu de ces récentes arrestations et brutalités le Canada a le devoir d'agir rapidement. Le

gouvernement canadien doit soulever d’une façon constante et ininterrompue le sérieux

problème de la violation des droits de l’homme au Tibet auprès du gouvernement chinois et

faire pression sur les chefs du gouvernement chinois en ce qui concerne les quatre

problèmes suivants :

1. Le Canada doit demander à la Chine de revenir sur sa décision rejetant la

demande de la Haut Commissaire des Nations Unies aux droits de l'homme, de

pouvoir visiter elle-même le Tibet pour y évaluer la situation suite aux récentes

manifestations.

2. Le Canada doit appuyer la demande d’une mission immédiate de la Croix-

Rouge dans toutes les régions tibétaines.

3. Il est primordial que le Canada exige que les journalistes étrangers soient

autorisés sans entraves à accéder à toutes les régions tibétaines et aux citoyens

tibétains. Le CCT aimerait souligner que le gouvernement chinois s’était engagé à

autoriser un tel accès en contrepartie de l’attribution des Jeux olympiques à

Beijing par le CIO, et que depuis, la Chine a rompu son engagement.

4. Finalement, les événements récents démontrent clairement l'échec de la

politique de la Chine à l'égard du Tibet depuis les 50 dernières années. La Chine

a besoin de reformuler sa politique tibétaine en coopération avec le Dalaï-Lama.

Il est essentiel d’encourager la Chine pour que les négociations qui se spursuivent

actuellement avec les représentants du Dalaï-Lama aboutissent èa un accord pour

la population tibétaine.

Vous pouvez nous aider èa atteindre ces objectifs en écrivant à votre député fédéral local et

en ajoutant votre voix à la nôtre, afin que le gouvernement canadien maintienne sa pression

diplomatique sur le gouvernement chinois et que la population tibétaine obtienne liberté et

justice.

La course aux droits

Un homme. Une mission. Un

message.

Le dimanche, 13 juillet, David Kay

entreprendra un voyage de 7,200

kilomètres de Saint-John’s à

Victoria à bicyclette. Il traversera 42

villes en 42 jours. Nous avons

nommé son initiative «La course

aux droits».

Un ancien membre d’Équipe

Canada, David est un passionné du

cyclisme et un rameur accompli. Il a

gagné plusieurs médailles en aviron

en compétition internationale. En

2000, il a complété un aller-retour

Canada-Guatemala à bicyclette.

À son domicile à Kingston, David

fait partie de plusieurs comités

incluant le conseil d’administration

d’OPIRG et le Kingston

Environmental Advisory Forum.

David est également un athlète

ambassadeur pour Right to Play.

Vous pouvez nous aider à relever ce

défi. Si vous désirez aider David à

traverser le Canada, contactez

ctcoffice@tibet.ca. Nous sommes à

la recherche de membres et de

bénévoles pour Saint-John’s,

Halifax, Québec, Montréal, Ottawa,

Toronto, Sault St. Marie, Thunder

Bay, Winnipeg, Régina, Calgary,

Banff, Kelowna, Vancouver, Victoria,

et les relais entre ces villes.

Vous pouvez faire partie du comité

d’organisation national ou offrir un

logement d’une nuit à David

lorsqu’il s’arrêtera dans votre

communauté. Nous sommes à la

recherche de bénévoles à travers le Canada et organiser des événements locaux autour de sa

venue.

Vous pouvez également contribuer à l’épanouissement des droits de la personne au Tibet et

en Chine en donnant 10$ par km au CCT pour le nombre de km de votre choix. A chaque

soutien cumulatif de 50 km, un mètre du Sentier Canada (Canada Trail) portera le nom de

l’une des victimes du soulèvement au Tibet ou de l’un des défenseurs des droits de l’homme

en Chine. Aidez-nous à ne pas oublier ces résistants courageux. Vous pouvez télécharger un

formulaire d'engagement ou faire un don en ligne en cliquant sur le lien

www.tibet.ca/fr/join_donate.

Suivez le parcours de David pendant l'été en visitant le www.tibet.ca/fr/lacourseauxdroits.

Note de l’éditeur

Bien que notre communication auprès de nos membres se fasse principalement par courriel,

merci de vous assurer que nous avons votre bonne adresse électronique et également

d’ajouter noreply@tibet.ca à votre carnet d’adresse afin que les messages ne soient pas filtrés

par votre fournisseur. Merci de contacter ctcoffice@tibet.ca pour tout changement d’adresse.

Nous vous souhaitons nos meilleurs voeux lors de cette saison estivale et n'oubliez pas de

visiter le www.tibet.ca afin de consulter tous nos événements à travers le Canada, incluant la

"Course aux droits" (Race for Rights) alors que David Kay passera dans une communauté

près de chez vous.

Grâce à vous…

Plusieurs d’entre vous ont donné généreusement au cours des dernières semaines. Vos dons

nous ont permis d’entreprendre des campagnes de conscientisation auprès de la communauté

chinoise au Canada, d’aider une douzaine de porte-paroles du CCT à faire presque 200

entrevues avec les médias et de coordonner une rencontre entre Sa Sainteté le dalaï-lama et

une délégation de député(e)s et de sénateurs canadiens à Ann Arbour au Michigan.

Aidez-nous à continuer notre travail en devenant membre ou en effectuant un don au CCT.

Visitez le www.tibet.ca/fr/join_donate et, si vous avez un peu de temps à nous consacrer,

nous vous suggérons de devenir bénévole en contactant le ctcoffice@tibet.ca.

Tremblement de terre Sichuan

Le Comité Canada Tibet exprime de tout cœur ses profondes condoléances aux familles des

dizaines de milliers de victimes, dont les vies ont été irrémédiablement bouleversées par le

tremblement de terre tragique survenu dans la province de Sichuan au mois de mai. Le

Comité Canada Tibet a immédiatement offert son assistance à l’ambassadeur de Chine au

Canada. Nous vous encourageons à aider les organismes caritatifs canadiens qui mettent en

œuvre des programmes de secours directement dans les zones affectées.

Clin d’œil Montréal

La filiale montréalaise du CCT a été

un joueur-clé dans l'organisation

d'événements locaux et régionaux

lors des derniers mois. Le 10 mars,

le CCT Montréal a participé dans

l'organisation de la commémoration

du soulèvement tibétain de 1959 sur

la colline parlementaire en envoyant

60 Montréalais à Ottawa. La

commémoration fut suivit d’une

manifestation devant l’ambassade chinoise. Le CCT est fier de sa capacité de mobiliser et

déplacer la communauté tibétaine de Montréal pour qu’elle puisse participer à cette

cérémonie importante à chaque année.

Suite aux évènements dramatiques qui se sont produits au Tibet, le CCT Montréal s’est vu

organiser une marche et un vigil seulement cinq jours plus tard pour appuyer le peuple

tibétain dans sa résistance. En mars et en avril, avec les Étudiants pour un Tibet libre (ETL)

et l’Association culturelle tibétaine du Québec (ACTQ), nous avons organisé de nombreux

vigils et manifestations appuyant le Tibet, incluant la dénonciation de la décision chinoise de

traverser le Tibet avec le flambeau olympique en juin.

Le 16 mai, toujours avec les ETL et l’ACTQ, nous avons organisé une visite à Montréal du

Flambeau tibétain de la liberté. La journée incluait un relais de 60 km avec un

rassemblement au stade olympique de Montréal.

Il ne faut pas oublier, bien sûr, notre bazar annuel qui aura lieu le 7 et 8 novembre au

Trinity Church Hall, 2146 Marlowe à NDG.

Nos activités ont lieu grâce à votre participation. Si vous aimeriez vous impliquer avec notre

organisation, téléphonez-nous au 514.487.0665.

Tous droits réservés 2008 Comité Canada Tibet 

300, Léo-Pariseau, Suite 2250, 

Montréal, Québec H2X 4B3 
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